
     On Wednesday, November 28, 2007 the Albany 
County Department of Health collaborated with the 
Town of Colonie to host the first Capital Region 
drive thru influenza clinic.  More than 150 Town of 
Colonie municipal employees and their families were 
pre-registered to receive flu shots at this drill. 
Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) volunteers played an 
integral  role in making this drill a success.  
     Based on initial evaluation results, it took an average of seven minutes per 
car to complete the drive-thru process.  In a real event, this time saving 
process could help expedite the vaccination or medication distribution process.  

This drill provided an excellent real life opportunity 
to test the drive thru process and identified a 
number of important issues that can help us 
improve future drive thru clinics.   
     This event also provided an excellent 
opportunity for us to promote the Albany County 
Medical Reserve Corp.  Each car received an MRC 

recruitment brochure and an educational booklet on preparing for disaster.  
Thank you to all of the volunteers who participated and braved the very chilly 
weather. 
     Two other Point of Dispensing (POD) drills were 
held in Cohoes and Green Island as a way to test 
potential POD locations those municipalities may 
utilize in a real event.  These conventional flu clinic 
formats were also very successful and  thank to all 
the MRC volunteers who made them possible. 

For More Information: 

 

Contact Jill Dunkel 

(518) 447-4633 

jdunkel@albanycounty.com 

ACDOH 

175 Green St. 

Albany, NY  12202 

www.albanycounty.com 
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THANK YOU FLU CLINIC VOLUNTEERS!! 
We would like to thank the 15 MRC volunteers who helped staff community flu 
clinics in October and November throughout Albany County.  Department of 
Health staff had very high praise for all who participated!! Thank you! 

County Executive Michael Breslin   
gets vaccinated.  



2008 MRC Trainings 
We are in the process of finalizing the 2008 MRC volunteer training schedule.   Each training is designed to 
help our MRC volunteers meet the Core Competencies for MRC volunteers set by the National MRC 
Office.  See page 3 of this newsletter for more information on the Core Competencies for MRC 
volunteers.  The Core Competencies can also be viewed online at  http://www.naccho.org/topics/emergency/MRC/CoreCompetencies.cfm. 
 

Incident Command System (ICS) training has been scheduled on two separate dates but it is the same 
training, please try to attend one ICS training.   Additional trainings that have yet to be scheduled include  
Family Preparedness, fit testing for N95 masks and photo identifications.    
 

ICS 100/700 Training   
  Wednesday, January 16, 2008 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm  
   Albany County Department of Health Auditorium 
   Speaker: Brian Wood, Albany County EMS Coordinator 
  Tuesday, March 11, 2008 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
   Albany County Department of Health Auditorium 
   Speaker: Brian Wood, Albany County EMS Coordinator 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Awareness 
  Thursday, February 7, 2008 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
   Albany County Department of Health Auditorium 
   Speaker:  Captain John Layton, Critical Incident-Emergency Management Unit 
An Introduction to Point of Dispensing (for volunteers who have not yet attended a POD training) 
  Thursday, February 28, 2008 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
   Albany County Department of Health Auditorium 
   Speakers:  Jill Dunkel & Rosemary Duncan, ACDOH 
Cultural Competency and Working with Special Needs Populations 
  Monday, March 17, 2008 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
   Location To Be Determined 
   Speaker: Kristine Gebbie DrPH, RN, Center for Health Policy, Columbia University 
Psychological First Aid 
  We are working with Valerie Cole to schedule a full-day training on psychological first aid  
  for the non-mental health provider.  If you would be interested in attending this full-day  
  training, please contact Jill at 447-4633. 

Drills 
On Saturday, December 1, 2007 five very brave MRC volunteers 
participated in a decontamination drill at the Elsmere Fire House.  Each 
volunteer had to disrobe and shower in a decon tent.  It was only 
about 20 degrees outside!!  Thank you decon volunteers!! 
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