Learn to identify trees

For More Information
Contact Your Local

Soil and Water

Conservation District
Albany County SWCD

Susan Lewis
susan.lewis@ny.nacdnet.net
I18-765-7923

Montgomery County SWCD
Toni Christman
toni.christman@ny.nacdnet.net

I18-8553-4015
Rensselaer County SWCD

Jason Cass
jason.cass@ny.nacdnet.net

I18-271-1740
Schenectady County SWCD
Dave Mosher
sswed@nycap.rr.com

I18-8399-6950

Schoharie County SWCD
Brenda Weaver
brenda.weaver@schohariesollandwater.org
I18-254-4092

NYS Envirothon
http://www.nysenvirothon.org

Albany, Montgomery,
Rensselaer, Schenectady, and
Schoharie Counties

An Outdoor Hands-On




What Is An

Envirothon?

The Envi-
rothon began n
Pennsylvama 1n

1979, then
known as the
Environmental

Olympics. New
B York State held
its first Envirothon m 1990.

The Envirothon 1s a scholastic
competition for high school stu-
dents that tests thewr knowledge
on hve topics: soils, aquatics, for-
estry, wildlife, and current envi-
ronmental 1ssues.

It 1s a unique approach to envi-
ronmental education. Teams of
five students compete outdoors n
exams where cooperation 1s
needed to achieve success. The
activities are designed to help stu-
dents become action-oriented, en-
vironmentally conscious  adults,
and participation can be great fun
for both students and their adwi-
SOTS.

) Regional Envirothons I

Regional Envirothons are organ-
1zed by local Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts m partnership
with school teachers. The Capital
Region Envirothon includes teams
from Albany, Montgomery, Rens-
selaer, Schenectady, and Scho-
harie Counties. Local Enwi-
rothons are held across New York
State each spring. The winning
team from each county then goes
on to the New York State Envi-
rothon which, in turn, determines
the team that will represent NY
the National Envirothon.

At the competition, students rotate
between the five stattons and an-
swer questions as a team. Many of
the questions are hands-on, mnvolv-
mg the use of equipment, maps,
and audio/visual 1dentification.

‘ Getting started I

Now 1s the time to start plan-
ning for the upcoming Regional
Envirothon. Each high school
can bring two teams made up
of 3 to 5 students 1n grades 9 to
12 as well as one middle school
team. Contact your county
SWCD (see back) to receive a
registration/information packet.
The next Capital Region Envi-
rothon will be held at the New
York State Power Authority’s
Visitor Center at Lansing
Manor in Gilboa, NY.




