
The Fiscal Condition of Albany County for the 

Year 2014

Presented May 11, 2015 by 

Michael F. Conners, II



State of the Fisc2015

May 11, 2015



CONNERSõ LAST HURRAH

Fiscwill start with the Remedy rant section

Results and Causes to follow

Last run is a last chance to accomplish some 

meaningful change in our poverty outcomes

Additional areas of concern



POVERTY IS STILL A SCOURAGE

òFederal, state and local efforts repeat the same 
failed public policies and poverty rates climb

òTime for new initiatives are overdue

òWe need to set some goals to improve 
outcomes

òWe are asking the Albany County Legislature 
and County Executive to join us in setting the 
goal of getting 1% of our single moms off 
welfare through a demonstration grant effort. 



1% TAX CAP REBATE- GEP SUBMISSION 6/1

òA refund of approximately $2.3 million due Albany 
County taxpayers-requires that Government 
Efficiency Plan be filed with NYS on June 1st.

ò The Department of Audit & Control, the County 
Clerk, County Sheriff and the County Executive 
have worked with SUNY New Paltz Center for 
Research, Regional Education & Outreach since 
last fall on the initiative you sponsored.

òEvery municipality that levies taxes in Albany 
County is participating as well as 6 library districts 
and several fire districts. Next phase begins 6/2.



MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE CRISIS

òThe City of Albany and the Town of Colonie face 

rapidly filling landfill sites and deadlines of 

2021-2025.

òWe should consider focusing on resource 

recovery instead of relying upon the òTrash 

Mountainó concept

òDiversion of 90% or more is technically possible 

if we work with the private sector



POWER

òGreen Island was ahead of the time with their 

low cost power initiative

òAlbany County should look for ways to leverage 

that concept and experience to benefit 

economic development and our taxpayers

òRecent efforts with the Solarize Albany County 

NGO effort may bear fruit for our taxpayers



THE ALBANY COUNTY NURSING HOME

òThe budget is down roughly 7 million from last 

year. This is a reduction from 32 million in 2014 

to 25 million in 2015. 



ADDITIONAL NURSING HOME SAVINGS

òThrough collective bargaining there has been a 

savings of 1.8 million dollars.

òAdditionally, through strategies such as 

eliminating agency use and efficient staffing 

strategies, there has been a savings of 6.8% in 

payroll costs. 



ADDITIONAL NURSING HOME SAVINGS

òMDS (minimum data set) is a quality program to 

capture the care being provided to patients. By 

utilizing this program, it is estimated that revenue 

generated from it will amount to $600,000 for 

2015. 

òBased on these estimates, it is likely that the 

nursing home will fall below the 25 million 

budgeted for 2015.



THE ALBANY COUNTY

GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY PLAN



THE ALBANY COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

EFFICIENCY PLAN

òThe Albany County Government Efficiency Plan 

has been a collaborative effort between the 

offices of the Comptroller and the County 

Executive over the past six months. 



THE ALBANY COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

EFFICIENCY PLAN

òThis plan gathered data from 25 participating 

localities within Albany County including: 

ò3 Cities

ò9 Towns 

ò6 Villages

ò6 Library Districts

ò1Fire District



THE ALBANY COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

EFFICIENCY PLAN

òThrough combined efforts of our office in 

cooperation with the County Executiveôs staff, we 

have been able to submit this plan to NYS.

òBy doing this, our County was a leading example 

of cooperative efforts between municipalities. 

òThe benefit of submitting this report as a county 

ensures that all participating municipalities will 

receive a rebate for their property owners.  



òIssues of Concern For 

Albany County



POVERTY 

Poverty is still a major issue in Albany County. 

Poverty enables a continuing cycle of wasted 

opportunity and wasted human potential. 



POVERTY



POVERTY



POVERTY

òThe most disturbing aspect of the poverty trend in 

Albany County is the growing impact it is having 

on our Countyôs children. 

ò In April, the Times Union printed a story citing 

that the Capital Region ranks the worst among the 

100 largest metropolitan areas in the country for 

providing black children with an enriching 

environment for healthy development. 



POVERTY

Based on Census data ranging from 2008-2012, 16.8% of all 

children live in poverty in Albany County.



POVERTY

òBased on research done at Brandeis and Ohio 
State Universities the Child Opportunity Index 
was developed. Using Census data, this index 
found that 60.3% of black children in the region 
live in ñlow-opportunity neighborhoodsò based 
on data reflecting health, educational and 
socioeconomic factors. 

òThe study cited these neighborhoods to include 
Albanyôs South End and Arbor Hill. 



POVERTY

Based on Census data ranging from 2008-2012, 38.6% of black children live 

in poverty in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy Metro area. 



POVERTY

òBased on Census data ranging from 2008-2012, it 

is estimated that roughly 7,355 black children are 

living in poverty in the metro area of Albany-

Schenectady-Troy.


